Notes and Suggestions
for
PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDY
of the
13 COUNTY SUBREGIONAL AREA
Harriet L. Herring
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PART I AGRICULIURE

I. The Farm.

Some of these should be in color if possible to
show color of soil, trees, and crops in bloom and
fruit.

A. The land

1. Terrain: god and bad field, close to
show color and type of soil, clods from
plowing when too wet, kind of furrows
for different crops; distant to show
scenic effects of hills or wide fields
with margins of woods on edges; eroded
and terraced fields, swamps, streams,
ditches, mill ponds, hills, etc. with
humen interest when possible--person
plowing in a big field, fishing in
gtream, etc.

2. Cover: different types of woods--virgin
(if anyl) cut-over, burnt-over, newly
get out thickets; pine, oak, mixed, etc;
natural ornamental stretches such as dog-
wood sprinkled, dogwood growing close to
pine trees, redbud end plum hedges, etc.

B. The Crops

1. Plant: cultivated crops at various stages
of growth showing lay of land, people work-
ing in the crop and some close-up of good
and poor individual plants with a person
beside them for size; farm gardens and
patches to show variety of products, and
variety of knowledge necessary for plant-
ing, tending, housing; harvesting and
storage methods of various crops.

Animal: herds and single enimals in
typical settings: razor back hogs hald
wild in the woods, single hogs in a dirty
pen eating slops out of traditional style
troughs, group in a peanut or cane patch,
acrub cow browsing on slanting hillside,
dairy cows in lush grass, single "portrait
studies® of pedigreed or other fine animals
and their owners.




Ce The Equipment

1. Houses: types of houses of various
economic end social status and various
ages--o0ld log cabins to modern tungalows,
cheap grey brown shacks to columned
"big house®, showing yards swept or
grassed, Negro houses showing typical
profusion of flowers gfowing out of hard
plain ground (prince's feathers and four-
otclocks etc.)

2+ Farm Buildings: verious types for
various uses--typical stables, barns,
tobacco barns, ete. single uildings and
panoramas of groupings; contrasts in
number of buildings on individual farms;
difference in style and uses of buildings
in, say, Wake and Rockingham Counties.

3. Farm Machinery and Tools: close~up to0 show
detail (for ex. different sorts of plows for
different uses, dump carts, oxecarts, Hoover-
carts if any); disposition of such machinery
and tools! standing around rusting and
put away under shelters. Contrast amounts
of machinery and tools on different farms,

II. Processes and Processors:

Detail pictures of the processes to show plants
where special judgment comes in: for ex. when to
glve special type of tending, when to harvest etc,

showing persons for types and clothing etc.; and
to show ®folk ways".

A. TFollow crops thwough the year with pictures showing
all distinct stages and treatments.

B. Special processess bog killing (many processes) home
cenning, taking honey, making cider, barn raising,
: corn shucking, etc.

III.. Iife and Leisure

A. Daily household processes to show kitchens and cooking,
} dining rooms and family eating, sweeping (house

‘g and yards) to show types of people, clothing, interiors,
furnishings, tools, implements and equipment.
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B. Family, group and commmity recreational and
commnity activities: parties, Ppicnics, "dinner-
on-the-grounds®, unting, fishing (Negcro on creek
bank, hand seining, fishing for shad with bows
etc.) rural sports--boyst old field baseball etc.

General Note

1f too close to show more than the worker's hands; then farther
off to show person-for type and dress. These two sets would

no doubt be of value in showing retention of folkways. Then
some should be taken at sufficient distance to show scenic
effects and the feeling of space on a farm——or lonesomeness as
the case may be. The notes to accompany the pictures should be
made carefully and should cover such things as estimated yield
of pictured crop, weight of hogs, etc., comments about processes

that involve special skills, as when to plant or plow, grading
tobacco, etc. :

They should also contain information about type of farm, general

- income group, dates taken and anything that would be helpful

in assembling the pictures into different series such as:
through the year with some one cropl through the year with all
the varied things a farmer of Gifferent types has to do; com~
parisons of Negro and white, of tenant and landlord way of doing
things and their equipment. :




PART II  INDUSTRY

1. The Factory: 1Its Processes and Workers

A. Exterior views of typical factories to show style
of buildings, care of yards.

B. Interior general views to show cramped quarters or
spaciousness, whether light and airy or dark and
dull.

C. Machines with workers at work--not Jjust standing by
them: some to show full machine and others in
detail to show menipulations of the process. Brief
description of the processes with emphasis on the
duties of the workers, operations they perform,
degree of skill required, special tricks of skill,
special judgments necessary at the various critical
points in the process if any; the comparative freedom
of tending an antomatic machine as compared with the
semi~-automatic.

D. The workers: Care should be exercised in taking the
pictures mentioned under C to get all types of workers
but if best pictures for processes and skills do not
cover them, then some should be made to showworkers
on Jjobs for which they are the typical operatives:
girls, boys, young men and women, older men and women,
Negroes, etce Care should also be exercised to be
sure the different varieties are covered, semi-dressed
up Jobs, overalls, aprons, workers with flat bedroom
slippers, heads tied up, uniformed workers as in
cigarette factories.

II. The Ipdustrial Town

This series of pictures could be very valuable, if well
selected and large enough. The whole question has been
full of controversy--so much taking of the worst and the
best for critical and defense purposes--that a complete,
unbiased collection would be very revealing.

A. Company Towns

1, Some general scenic effects and sfreet
scenes to show variety or monotony of houses,
general upkeep, type of street surfacing
and sidewalks, wells or pumps, rows of
toilets, garages, etc.




2. Individual houses of all types with dates
built, This subject or series alone will
make an interesting little study in the
changes in style of mill houses: from log
cabin to cottage, to square roofed houses,
to varied bungalows. Care should be taken
to get typical examples of planting--shrubs,
flower yards, lawne, bare swept yards,
patched up garages and chicken housese Pictures
of houses owned by operatives adjacent to the
Company Houses for comperison in layout, upkeep,
ete.

B. Non-company Towns

Same general aspects as noted under A. Care should
be taken to get street scenes and individual houses
in different sections housing workers: Negro and
white slums up to better class skilled home owning
workers.

'III. life and Leisure

A. Deaily processes showing interiors: kitchens and
cooking, dining rooms and family eating, living room
etc. to show furnishings, equipment, type of tools
and instruments, utensils. These could be used to
compare with the rural series. Pjgs, chickens and
cows in typical setting, person collecting "slops®
from neighbors for pigs.

Family, group, commmnity and recreational activities
of individual and company initiation; boys gangs end
Boy Scouts, drug store and barber shop gathering
places. Those of compeny initiation should show
buildings and equipment, regular activities and
festival, gala affairs.

General Notes

Pictures of industry choflld cover the principal industries in
the 13 County area and as meny of the smaller ones as are
feirly common. They should be accompanied by full notes and

so cataloged that any type of pictures can be selected to show
comparisons and cross sections, as for example living conditions
in different industries, or to compere with farm om similer
‘economic levels.
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